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President: 

Melia Reed 
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Jim & Jennifer Stevens 
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Bob & Arlane Sponaugle 
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Tony & Eileen Benvegnu 
V.P. Communications: 

Mary Lou Purello 
Treasurer: 

Charlie Garland 
Secretary: 

Kay Nelson 
Chaplain: 

Father Felix Osanna 
Trustees: 

Diddy Muck 
Donna Rueby 
Sandie Taylor 

Shalom Rep: Doug Reed 
Newsletter: Mary Lou  Purello 

Meetings: 
4th Monday of the Month 

Italiano’s Restaurant 
217 FM 1960 Bypass 

Humble, TX  
6:30 Social,  7:00 Dinner 

“To become a priest or a religious is not primarily our choice, it is our answer to a calling, a calling of love.”  Pope Francis

Serra Club  
Northeast 

of Houston

Volume 5, Issue 6

December 2018

St. Martha Mary & Lazarus, St. Philip the Apostle, St. Leo the Great, St. Mary Magdatlene, St. John of the Cross, St. Dominic

Christmas gift -$25 for Seminarians - contact Jim Stevens -
jrstevensjr@alumni.nd.edu. - December 2 is the deadline! 
Adopt a Seminarian/Religious - if  you are on a team please 
meet and contact Charlie.  -Charles.garland@lpl.com. 
Christmas Meeting, December 10 - RSVP, Mary Lou, 
maryulou0038@icloud.com

Adopt a Seminarian/
Religious 

Thank you to the 54 Serrans who 
responded to the “Adopt a 
Seminarian/Religious” call! 
Team leaders should be identified 
now and teams planning their 
activities.   Our seminarians/
religious are: 

• Pre-Postulant Christina 
Ann Girau 

• Deacon David Michael 
Moses 

• Frater Lazarus 
• Deacon Kingsley Nwoko 
• Marco Casanova 
• Nathan Davis 
• Patrick O’Brien 
• Will Rooney 
• Jeremy Mann 
• Chris Meyer 
• Jose Serrato 
• Alexander Gutierrez 
• Ryan Rivera 

Let us shower them with many 
blessings 

Make a Friend / Touch a Life 
We have just a short time to reach out to the 
young men at St. Mary’s Seminary before 
they go on Christmas break, December 15. 
Since they love to receive mail, it would be a 
lovely gift for them to know that they have a 
group of  people specifically praying for them 
during finals and who is looking forward to 
getting to know them. They are not aware of  
our efforts so a brief  explanation of  our 
intentions would be helpful. It will take time 
to build a relationship with them but who 
wouldn’t appreciate a box of  goodies to 
fortify the body and mind while studying for 
finals, especially for those a long way from 
home. Father Eilers shared that permission 
for a once a month dinner with Serrans 
would be readily approved after they resume 
classes January 7 and that Friday nights are 
good for them. So please take a few minutes 
and decide who from your team will be the 
first one to reach out and be your team’s 
representative for one of  the primary 
purposes for being a Serran. Please contact 
Charlie Garland and let him know who will 
be the representative of  the group  If  you 
have any  questions, or would like to be part 
of  a team and have not joined yet, contact 
Charlie. Charles.garland@lpl.com.


Melia 
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Message from Our President 

A Message from the President 

Thanksgiving leftovers are memories but the gratitude the holiday 
commemorates continues to be real and present in our lives. Gratitude for 
the many blessings God bestows on each of us every day. Gratitude for 
the opportunity to worship openly and freely in our beautiful churches, 
quietly in prayer, and in the acts of service through which we share the 
love of Christ. As Serrans, we also have a special calling to offer to God 
our gratitude for the bishops, priests, religious, seminarians and deacons 
that are foundational to our ability to enter into the sacred sacraments 

and who are our examples of Christ’s mission on earth.  
Let us be intentional in our gratitude as we enter into the season of Advent and take the 
time to receive, bestow, and share the multitude of blessings that fill the preparations for 
the Emmanuel’s birth. This is a busy time for everyone so take a moment each day to lift 
up to God our priests and religious who also experience added duties and 
responsibilities. Offer up a prayer for the successful completion of the semester for 
those in formation. Be open to the promptings of the Holy Spirit and ask the young 
people in your life if they have ever considered giving their lives to the service of God. In a 
spirit of patience and love, let us be a blessing to each person we meet this day 

Melia
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MONTHLY  MEETING 
It is important to Nourish Our Souls with Fellowship and Friendship 

	 Father Brian Eiler, Director of  Human Formation at St. Mary’s Seminary was 
our guest speaker.  His talk was most informative.  He first gave us the history of  St. 
Mary’s Seminary and informed us that St. Mary’s Seminary was founded by Bishop 
Nicholas Gallagher at La Porte in 1901.  It’s first building was in Galveston and trained 
students for the priesthood, as well as being a boarding school for boys. The seminary 
moved to Houston in 1954. 
	 Father Eiler shared a video produced by Deacon Michael Moses that visually 
showed the growth of  St. Mary’s Seminary from those early days to what the school 
looks like today. 
	 St. Mary’s is a theology Seminary with Master Level classes.  Our job, stated 
Father Eiler, is to prepare a man for his job as a priest and to guide him to be a shepherd 
for the heart of  Jesus.  The seminarians need to know what it means to be a disciple of  
Jesus.  Philosophical questions such as, What is the purpose of  the world? or, What is the 
purpose of  being a human? are questions to be pondered, stated Father Eiler. 

	 His role as the Human Formation Advisor is  to be 
certain that the man is worthy of  the church.  “The 
church is my bride and I must find a worthy husband,” 
he stated.  “I am the advocate for the church.”  The 
Spiritual Advisors, such as Msg. Borski, are the 
advocates for the Seminarian.   
	 The Seminary is a community based lifestyle.  The 
Seminarians, work, study, pray, and play as a 
community.  “We don’t have wives,” he said with a 
smile, “so the men need to look out for each other.” 
“Jesus is our hero and we see how he has totally given 
himself  to His Father.” 
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N E W S W O R T H Y

Serrans helped Father 
Richard with the 
Ignatius Retreat 

Priesthood Sunday Update 

The thank you cards sent by you were 
well received by our priests.   Many sent 
emails or notes to thank us. 

Also, the “We Love Our Priests” stickers  
were very much appreciated.  
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N E W S W O R T H Y  A R O U N D  t h e  D I O C E S E

Diddy Muck and Eileen 
Benvegnu worked tirelessly to 
assist Father Richard in 
the“Coffee House” at the 
Catholic High Schools.  
Pictured are students and 
priests at Strake Jesuit High 
School.

Please join us for our annual Christmas Celebration

At the Home of Jack and Kathy Ward
5602 Island Fern Court,  Kingwood

Monday, December 10, 2018
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.

 
Mass will be celebrated by Father Felix Osasona, MSP                     

Included: a special Serran recommitment blessing. 

Hors d’oeuvres and wine will be served
$15 per person

Please RSVP Mary Lou Purello, marylou0038@icloud.com
 or 713-516-2146

mailto:marylou0038@icloud.com
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For more information about the Serra Club Northeast of  Houston, please contact, President, Melia Reed, 
meliareed5303@gmail.com.   
To update your information or to share pictures and other Serra information, please contact Newsletter Editor,      
Mary Lou Purello, marylou0038@icloud.com. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

SERRA Northeast of Houston HAPPENINGS 

After 8:30 a.m. daily Mass, Adoration of  the Blessed Sacrament, displayed until 9:00 p.m. at St. Mary 
Magdalene in Humble 
Tues. Dec.11 Adoration and Benediction of  the Blessed Sacrament following the 7:00 p.m. Mass at St. Martha. 
Friday, Dec. 14 Adoration and Benediction of  the Blessed Sacrament following the 8:30 Mass at St. Martha 
Thurs. Dec 20, Mass at St. Philip, 2308 3rd St. Huffman, 8:30 a.m. 
Monday, Dec. 10 Christmas Meeting at Jack and Kathy Ward’s home 
Tues. Dec. 25 Christmas Day 
Sunday, January 13, Serving Dinner at Rice University 

December Birthdays

8 - Seminarian Jose Serrato, St. Mary’s Seminary 
8 - Sr Maria Conchita Perez, St. Leo the Great 
9 -Sr. Angel Teresa, Discalced Carmelite Monestary 
12- Sr. Julianne Sandoval, Martha’s Kitchen 
16 - Tom Angelino 
16 -Jack Ward 
17 - Bruce Farmer 
18 - Fr. David Angelino, St.Jerome 
22- Fr. Richard Barker, St. Philip the Apostle 
27- Deacon James Meshell, St. Mary Magdalene 
29 - Rodney Williamson

In Our Prayers

 Rodney  Williamson, recovering from 
a lung transplant, still needs many 
prayers  
Rita Tobias’s daughters, Rita Marie 
Girau, aka lil Rita, who is recovering 
from surgery, and her sister Christina 
Ann Girau, who is discerning her call 
to serve.   Please continue prayers for 
these two young women.  
Father David Xavier’s mother died in 
India in November.  Please remember 
her in your prayers. 

Dec. 21, 1967, Msg. Chester Borski, 
St. Mary’s Seminary 

December Anniversaries of 
Ordination

Remember Father Ray Cook, Director and Chaplin of  the 
Rice University Catholic Center?  We have an opportunity 
to help him by serving dinner at Rice on January 13.   
Interested?   Contact Melia.  meliareed5303@gmail.com

mailto:meliareed5303@gmail.com
mailto:meliareed5303@gmail.com
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Serran Prayer for Vocations 

O, God, Who wills not the death of  a sinner but rather that he be converted and live, grant we beseech you, 
through the intercession of  the Blessed Mary ever Virgin, Saint Joseph, her spouse, St. Junipero Serra, and all the 
saints, an increase of  laborers for your Church, fellow laborers with Christ to spend and consume themselves for 
souls through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with You, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, 
God forever and ever. Amen.

Serrans Called to Holiness

Serrans are being called to pray the vocation prayer daily.   Cut this out and place it in a place convenient for you.

4: The Holiness of  the Priest 
“The moral and spiritual life of  the priest is related in two ways to the Mystical Body of  
Christ: 
1.The priest’s holiness helps to make the faithful holy. 
2.The sanctity of  the Christian community, in turn, helps to make the priest holy – Our Lord 
asked us to pray for labourers! Prayer expresses the Christian community’s yearning for 
labourers. 

Just as Jesus consecrated Himself  for our sakes through sacrifice (see John 17:19), so priests must consecrate themselves 
for the sake of  the faithful through sacrifice. 
Jesus’ sacerdotal prayer on Holy Thursday night, like the prayer He had given the apostles on the earlier occasion, 
contains 7 petitions. The first Our Father was for everyone, but this Our Father is for priests alone. It sums up the 
virtues and other qualities that distinguish the priest: 

1. Perseverance: Jn 17:11 
2. Joy: Jn 17:13 – The “joy” set before us is similar to that with which He embraced the Cross. But the victory is 

certain. We have already won! Only the news has not yet leaked out! (76)
3. Deliverance from evil: Jn 17:15 
4. Holiness through sacrifices: Jn 17:17 
5. Unity: Jn 17:21 
6. Our Lord’s constant companions: Jn 17:24 
7. Enjoyment of  His glory in heaven: Jn 17:24 

“Priest-victim leadership begets a holy Church” (76). 
“The specific thing Christ directed every priest to repeat and renew was the sacramental symbol of  His death. The 
living out of  this death is sanctification” (76). 
The cross must be taken up daily because there is a ransom price on every soul. Some of  them cost much. They require 
a great sacrifice. 
Our Lord made His impact through His Cross (Jn 12:32). 
We must take no rest and give God no rest. 
What we are, the Church is; what the Church is, the world is (78). 
Only labourers, not idlers, are acceptable instruments. The priest must study to perfect his mind, not wearying the 
people with stale repetitions (81). 
Every slightest failing on our part brings the community under the judgment of  God. Every least increase of  priestly 
virtue brings it blessing (83).

As Serrans, we have responsibilities that include our own Call to Holiness.  This writing, The Priest is Not 
His Own, by Bishop Fulton Sheen is one of  our requirements. 	 Since Christ was Sacerdos-Victima, priests must also be 
victims	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Excerpt 4 of  15.


